FEATURE: VAUGHAN FARMS

HE-VA Combi DisC
proves its time-saving
versatility in one pass

A Herefordshire farmer I saving two hours a day
thanks to the Inspired way In which he utllises the
Innovative features of his HE-VA Combl Disc

ith ower 1,200 hectares

across five famsin

MWorth Henefordshine,

Vaughan Farms is one of

the most diverse farming
operations in the area. PeterVaughanand
hisson, Jarmes, have 830 hectares of
combinables (wheat, oilseed rape and
herbage grass seeds) and40 hectanes of
permanent grass adjacent torivers. Then
thene's a herd of pedigree Angus and
Herefords, a herd of pedigree Texels and
rmore than 200,000 chickens. They also
grow 32 3ha of potatoes.

Atime-saving idea came to Peter in 2019
during a demonstrationof the HE-VA
Combi Discby Len Bvans, hislocal HE-VA
dealer. AsPeterwatched the machine
subsoil, surface cultivate and consolidate
the soil in a ceneal fieldin one pass, he
knew instantly that it couldsave him
significant time and effort onboth his
ceneals and 200ha of potatoes,

“We've been growing potatoes for mone
than40years. Forthe last 15 or 16 years,
we've supplied Innowvator, Russet Burbank
and King RussettoMcCain, and we also
wiork with Parks & Sons," said Peter. “We
anly own one cultivator at a time, andwe
werefinding itincrediblytime-consuming
setting itup to suitthe needs of each cop.
Everything changed whenwe saw the
Combi Discinuse. |was impressed with
how quickly thingswere changed, and |
thought to ryself, ifit can desuch a good
jobinawheatfield, working toseven
inches, | betitcan handle potatoes.”

Petersaw a compact mounted3m
versionin operation. It's a model mone
commaonly used at muchsmallerfarms
than Peter's, where owners are looking to
undertak e several differant jobs, from
primary and secondary cultivationto
subsoiling and shallow disccultivation.

Whatmost appealed to Peterwas the
machine's adaptability and ease of
adjustment. Forexample, the Combi-Disc's
subsolling legs can woark down to 400mm
(16in} or be lifted out completely. Changing

the working depth can be altered onthe
maove, and the depth of the legsis

controlled bythe nzlative position of the
packerroller at the back ofthe machine.

Oncetheleg depthisset, the discscan
ba adjusted and set separately. The discs
can work to a maximum of Lacm (5in) or
can be taken out of work completely. As
withthelegs, the discs canbe adjusted and
fine-tunedon the move from the tractor
cab. Infact, the depthsynchronised disc
(D50} system is keytothe CombiDisc's
performance.

Unlike traditional concave discs or
aggressivelyangled discs that liftsoil and
cutout ‘grooves | which create a
comrugation effect underthe surfaca, the
D50 moves the whole of the soil surface
and is effective at all depths. Asthe 510mm
Sabre discs pull themselves into the
ground, they assist penetration, so mone
soilisimerted and residue incorporated.

Atshallow depths, the D50 system
ensures that the angle of the disc to the soil
isvertical, which means thatthe discs push
the soill sideways, and the whole soil profile
is moved. It alsoshears rather than
‘scoops | which happens when concave
discswork at an angle. Thiseliminates the
smearing, whichcreates a disc pan.

Withthe discs lifted, the Combi-Disc can
beusedas asubsoiler, with the legs raised
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Iz impresead with
the adaptability
and sasa of
adjustmant of the
HE-VA Combl Disc

asasetof discs, oras acomplete one- pass
soil cultivator,

“We were so impressedwith the
Combi-Disc during that demao in 2019 that
we bought the machine there and then,”
says Peter, *Its versatility and performance
really stood out, espedally compared to
the ageing four-metre machine from
another manufactuner that we used atthe
time. One ofthe best things for uswas the
ease atwhich we could droporlift the discs
and tines. Withthe other machine, itwould
take usatleast two hours tochange the
maving parts, With the HE-VA, it's four
minutes! Saving neardy twohours a dayis
justincredible!

Peter and James usedthe 3m HEVA
Combi Discand his existing older4m
machine intandem forone season before
selling them both.

“We wanted a bigger, wider machine as
it would save us even more time," explains
Peter. 5o we soldthe 3m Combi Discand
the old4mmachine and bought a brand
new 4.5 Combi Disc. Thankfully, we own
three 450 horsepower tractors as the wider
machine needs that power, whereas the
three-metne model anly needs 180hp."

| guesswe are quite unusual, using just
onemachine across all ofour crops. Wet,
dryorwhatever, we're using the Combi-
Disceverydayof the week!" &
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